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At a Sept. 21 press conference in Managua, Maj.Gen. Joaquin Cuadra, head of the armed forces joint
chiefs, presented five former Sandinista Popular Army (EPS) soldiers and a Colombian national to
reporters. The six were arrested in connection with an arms deal involving weapons stolen from
the Nicaraguan army's arsenal. Cuadra said army intelligence had recovered 20 SAM-7 and SAM-9
surface-to-air missiles, 10 SAM firing mechanisms, 636 rocket-launched grenades, and 39 RPG-7
anti-tank grenades. According to Cuadra, the missiles were stolen in early August this year, and
the grenades in November and December 1990. The former soldiers are Francisco Aburto Loasiga,
Luis Nemesio Cortez, Roger Caldera, Henry Alfaro and Virgilio Vallejos. The five said they stole
the weapons as an act of "solidarity with other revolutionary struggles." Colombian national Jorge
Armando Monge Benavides, described as a member of the (disbanded) M-19 rebel army, refused
comment. [The M-19, demobilized in March 1990, was transformed into a political party, the M-19
Democratic Action (ADM-19).] Cortez, who said he was a lieutenant on active duty, told reporters
he and his comrades intended to sell the weapons to the Salvadoran Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN). Cuadra dismissed the detainees' statements, asserting that their motives
were economic since they planned to sell the weapons to the highest bidder. He added, "The
buyers could have as easily been drug traffickers as guerrilla groups in El Salvador or Guatemala."
According to the major general, a Colombian known as "Oscar," and five other former EPS soldiers
were also involved in the deal. Oscar apparently returned to Colombia to retrieve $900,000 to pay for
the weapons. In statements published in the Sept. 23 issue of daily newspaper La Prensa, Colombian
Ambassador to Nicaragua Mario Camacho Prada rejected Cuadra's version that the arms deal was
economically motivated. He asserted that Monge Benavides participated in the Sandinista National
Liberation Front (FSLN) national party congress in July as a representative of M-19. On Sept. 24,
spokespersons for the M-19 Democratic Action party in Colombia confirmed that Monge Benavides
had pertained to the M-19 guerrilla army prior to demobilization. The party spokespersons said
the arms deal story was part of a campaign to discredit ADM-19 prior to congressional elections in
October. Meanwhile, Colombian government officials said a special investigation team had been
dispatched to Nicaragua. Colombia's Simon Bolivar National Guerrilla Coordinator, (CNGSB)
issued a statement indicating that it had no interest in Nicaraguan army weapons. The Coordinator
is an umbrella group encompassing the Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC), and the
National Liberation Army (ELN). (Basic data from AP, 09/21/91; ACAN-EFE, 09/21/91, 09/22/91; AFP,
09/20/91, 09/21/91, 09/23/91, 09/24/91; EFE, 09/24/91)
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